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oxygen which we call the atmosphere or the * air.' This layer is
supposed to be about 300 miles thick, and it turns round together
with the earth just as the skin of an orange turns round with the
inside of the orange which it protects.

Recently a Swiss professor in a specially designed balloon
went over ten miles up in the air, into that part of the atmo-
sphere which had never been visited before. That was quite a
feat, but 290 miles remain to be explored.

THEY KEEP US WARM LIKE SO MANY BLANKETS
The atmosphere, together with the surface of the earth and
the sea, is the laboratory in which all our different sorts of
weather, our winds and our rainstorms and blizzards and our
dry periods, are manufactured. As these influence our happiness
and well-being every hour of our lives we ought to discuss them
here in considerable detail.
The three factors which make our climate what it is (but
rarely, alas, what it should be) are the temperature of the soil,
the prevailing wind, and the amount of moisture which is present
in the air. Originally * climate' meant the c slope of the earth/
For the Greeks had noticed that as the surface of the earth
' sloped' further and further towards the poles, both the tem-
perature and the humidity of the spots they visited also changed,
and thus ' climate * came to mean the atmospheric condition of
any given region rather than its exact geographic position.
To-day, when we speak of the ' climatef of a country we mean